
Rockingham Reflections 
 

 
Page 1 

 

Refugee Sponsoring Fundraiser a huge success! 
 

On Saturday night on 19 March 2016, our main 
fund raising event was held in the church hall. The 
event was a Middle Eastern dinner with Reverend 
Russell Daye the lead Minister at St Andrews United 
Church as the guest speaker. This dinner was a key 
event in our efforts to eventually sponsor a refugee 
family and raised over $8,400. 
 
Approximately 130 people from the surrounding 
community were witness to an eye opening display 
and talk on the current situation with Syrian 
refugees.  

  
A special thanks goes out to all the volunteers for this event. It showed what is best about 
Rockingham United Church and especially our efforts to reach out to the wider community. Steve 
MacMurray and Sheila McGinn did an outstanding display with a “route map” and the “what you can 
do cards”. This display was part of the first impressions given to so many who attended. Many 
commented on it. The Chair of Open Harbour who attended, a secular group that already has their 
family was eager to learn and use this idea. 
  
The kitchen was exceptionally well operated, It was good to hear laughter and overall good humour 
and just plain old good manners in dealing with minor issues. Vicki did a great job but it was an 
overall attitude that was so impressive and it was remarked upon by people from outside the church. 
To all the volunteers in the kitchen and clean-up crew, very well done, we made a great impression. 
  
To our servers, you made it happen and you did well. It 
was great to see so many young folk there. I know 
Brenda did a great job ensuring they had the necessary 
training to make it happen.  
  
We were fortunate to have two Provincial Ministers, 
Diana Whalen and Lena Diab join us. They were highly 
complementary of the event. Lena Diab stated that she 
will be watching our efforts with great interest as she 
thought our efforts were well done and very 
professional. 
  
Rev Daye also was taken by our efforts and stated last 
night that he hoped our partnership with St Andrews would become closer as we seem to be kindred 
churches. He was tickled with the idea that we have followed their practices and have kept in touch. 

   ………THANKS TO ALL 
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THE ROAD FROM DAMASCUS 
 
The following is an edited report from John 
McLearn to update you on our sponsorship of a 
refugee family. We will obviously continue our 
fund raising but we will now start looking at 
documentation and training of our volunteers 
including what we need to be compliant with 
legislation in regard to dealing with refugees. 
 

THE START OF OUR JOURNEY 
 
It has been an interesting journey so far, but it 
is now time to reflect a bit of where we came 
from and how we got to be in a position to now 
start the necessary documentation and training 
to prepare us for success as a sponsor of a 
refugee family. 
 
Rockingham United Church actually started 
out a little later than most organizations 
because of whom we are. Many of us have 
cottages, or boats or families that take us away 
in the summer months and I am no exception 
to this phenomena. The interesting thing is 
many of us were also thinking the same thing 
separately about the trials and tribulations of 
the Syrian refugee problem. An Ad Hoc 
committee came together in September almost 
as soon as people returned. The small group 
initially consisted of Reverend Aitken, Steve 
MacMurray, Sheila McGinn, Kim Silver and 
myself. We were later joined by the members of 
the Outreach Committee as we realized we 
would require more horsepower as time went 
on towards realizing our initial goal of gaining 
the Congregation’s support. 

 
We also were very fortunate that Steve and 
Sheila were able to attend a meeting sponsored 
by the Immigrant Services Association of Nova 
Scotia (ISANS) and were introduced to a key 
figure in this effort, Bev MacDonald who was 
the United Church’s Conference representative 
on refugees.  Steve and Sheila asked her to talk 
to us early on in the process in October. She 
gave us tremendous advice and prevented us 
from duplicating mistakes made from previous 
experiences such as the very critical need for 
interpreters. Bev has continued to be a key 
advisor, friend and cheerleader in our efforts 
and has kept us well aware of changes and 
lessons learned throughout this time period. 
 
By the end of November, we started the effort to 
inform the Congregation of our intention to 
seek their approval to look at partnerships with 
the view to sponsoring a refugee family. The 
initial effort was to brief the Church Council on 
our findings and initial intentions. It was here 
that we first indicated to a wider audience that 
we seek partnerships with other organizations 
such as the Al Rasoul Islamic Centre and other 
churches such as Bedford United and St 
Andrews United. Secondly, Based on our 
findings, we indicated that we thought 
Rockingham United Church should consider 
sponsoring a refugee family. Council approved 
our initial ideas and gave its approval for us to 
continue our efforts in mid-November.  
 
 

FIRST STEPS ALONG THE ROAD 
 

The next step was to inform and 
educate the Congregation on the 
refugee situation and our intention to 
sponsor a family. This took place in a 
series of Minute for Missions in 
November to early January 
culminating in a Congregational 
meeting on January 26, 2016 which 
approval was sought to actually start 
the formal work. This was coupled 
with meeting the Al Rasoul Islamic 
Centre, attending further information 
sessions by ISANS and others and 
also contact with St Andrews and 
Bedford United Churches.  A decision 
was made to partner with St Andrews 
United as their efforts seemed more 
in line with what we had discovered 
in our study and initial planning.  
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In a meeting with the Al Rasoul Islamic Centre 
in late December we also found that a strong 
desire from both parties to help refugees 
amongst other ideas for joint efforts between 
us. These will be explored over the next few 
years. 
 

TURNS IN THE ROAD 
 
One change to our goals was also made as a 
result of the exchange of ideas. It centered 
around the very real need to support efforts 
being made in refugee camps in the Middle 
East. This too was made part of our overall 
goal.  
 
Our efforts now consisted of three parts: 
 

1. To create a network of like-minded 
people no matter what their religious 
affiliation to help with this effort and 
create a network that could do other 
good works in future. 

2. To sponsor a refugee family. 
3. To support a non-government charitable 

organization (NGO) in the Middle East.  
 

In order to do this we needed volunteers and 
so, in true Rockingham tradition, we got them 
using our initial Committee and the Outreach 
committee as initial anchors. We got a further 
twenty-two volunteers giving us 35 persons in 
total. More volunteers however are always 
welcome including people from outside 
Rockingham United. 
 

STEP BY STEP 
 
After the Congregational meeting the newly 
formed formal Refugee Committee met to start 
work on gathering volunteers and to create a 
fundraising campaign. People have asked how 
we set our financial goal of $25,000.  
 
This was based on a number of points. The first 
was the Immigrant Support Association of Nova 
Scotia (ISANS) document that provided a 
proposed budget for a single person up to a 
multiple person family. We arbitrarily chose a 
six person family or Blended Visa Officer 
Referred (BVOR) family, based on what we 
thought was practical for our Congregation. In 
this scenario, the Federal Government would 
share the financial burden. For a six-person 
family, they would provide $12,250 out of a 

$32,500 total figure. Rockingham would be 
required to raise $20,250. The problem with 
this figure is that it was based on a much 
higher Canadian dollar. Since the dollar slide, 
we arrived at the $25,000 figure.   
 
 

OUR DINNER 

 
Brenda Munro was a key part of our main fund 
raising event; the Middle Eastern Dinner. It 
came about by her relationship with a 
Lebanese caterer, Vicki Rizcallah. Vicki upon 
hearing of the effort volunteered to cook the 
meal for the cost of the food. She indicated that 
she would volunteer her time to prepare the 
meal. The date was also quickly set as the 19th 
of March, because of the availability of people 
and the need for momentum. Brenda led this 
effort with the help of our volunteers. I was 
able to get our guest speaker through the Chair 
of St Andrews United Church’s Refugee 
Committee, Mr. Eric Roe. Things came together 
fast, almost magically, which belies the fact 
that many people put in a tremendous amount 
of work. Kim Silver designed the place settings 
and menu cards, Steve and Sheila built the 
displays and so many other people provided the 
extra food pieces such as Nancy Lowery who 
wasn’t even going to be there because of a 
family trip and many others who baked rolls 
and apple crisp. 
 
The planning for the dinner was supposed to be 
simple. We would plan for 100 seats in hopes of 
getting 80 persons for the event. This was 
based on past experience with the Maritime 
feast which we used as our template. Our 
initial number of people signing up did not 
initially lead to any changes, both the Sunday 
effort and the efforts through the week. This 
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changed two weeks out when we surpassed 
ninety persons with more reservations coming. 
Vicki and Brenda rose to the occasion and we 
raised the number to 120 seats. The nature of 
the reservations had also changed, with two 
Provincial cabinet Ministers and a reporter as 
well as people from the local community and 
representatives from two other refugee groups. 
 
Kim Silver was responsible for the overall set 
up and decoration and now she now had to 
deal with the revised number and a whole extra 
leg of tables and chairs. Kim quickly rose to the 
challenge. Charlie Murphy ran more errands 
gathering the extra decorations and material. 
The revised plan was helped by the large 
number of volunteers who quickly set things up 
on Friday night. Set up would not be complete 
without training our servers and cleanup crew. 
Some of these servers came from the 
Pathfinders to whom we are grateful who 
were ably trained by Brenda. 
 
Steve MacMurray and Sheila McGinn also 
set up the displays, titled the Road From 
Damascus” showing the route from 
peoples’ destroyed homes to their arrival 
and set up in their new homes in Canada. 
Sheila also created a road map and cards 
that show how people could help in other 
ways by various forms of volunteer work, 
skill sets and donations of money, time 
and resources. Steve also did yeoman 
service at the front door and was the first 
to discover that we had extra guests. We 
rose to occasion again. We were able to sit 
everyone and due to Vicki and Brenda’s 

foresight, we also were able to 
feed 130 persons. We also had 
extra folk come in for the 
presentation by Russ Daye. 
 
The meal was superb and was 
well presented and served, one 
can’t thank our servers enough 
for their efforts.  
 
Once dessert was served, I had 
the privilege to introduce 
Reverend Daye. His talk was 
poignant, I still see the image of 
the tortured Christ with his 
arms nailed behind his back 
with large nails seen where they 
fixed him to the cross. Reverend 
Daye used this as his theme 
and kept coming back to how 

we might through our efforts pull a nail out to 
release the figure of Christ. It was a message 
that could have been depressing seeing the 
destruction and misery of some of the camps, 
but his was a message of hope in a desperate 
situation. I suppose when all is said and done, 
hope is the message and our answer is to help 
and thus remove the nails from a tortured 
Christ figure. 
 
One point I would like to make is that when I 
looked back at the audience during Russ’ talk, 
everyone was listening intensely. There was no 
chatter, no thumbs on the keyboard of phones, 
just sheer intense interest. The questions in 
the formal presentation and after were amazing 
and the positive feeling was electric. It was 
wonderful to feel and see. We have a good 
momentum started now which we know will 
continue. 
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The Honourable Lena Diab, the Minister of 
Immigration, thanked Reverend Daye for his 
presentation. As someone who fled Lebanon in 
1976, she explained how Russ’ talk made the 
situation real to so many of us who will never 
see this type of situation. The Deputy Premier, 
the Honourable Diana Whalen also attended to 
show her support but had to leave early 
because of another previous engagement. She 
made the effort to join us as long as she could. 
Both Ministers expressed their appreciation of 
our efforts and said they would watch how we 
proceed with interest. I would like to thank 
them both for their interest and continued 
support. They both gave generously to our 
efforts. 
 
I have to say, I have never seen such a complex 
set up taken down so quickly; it was because of 
the enthusiasm and drive of all our volunteers. 
It was truly amazing to watch. The kitchen 
crew was still laughing at the end of the night 
and again we cannot thank them enough for 
their efforts. 
 
OUR WONDERFUL MINISTER 
 
Now I suppose you are wondering where was 
Reverend Debbie? The answer to this is where 
wasn’t she? I am continually pleasantly 
surprised at everything she does. Her support 
on the initial Ad Hoc team, to clean up of 
Diwali purple powder, to advice and guidance 
to just pitching in to everything, that is our 
Minister. I can’t thank her enough for 
everything she does on our behalf, she even 
listens to me occasionally and that alone is a 

challenge at 
times. Thank 
you Debbie, 
you are and 
continue to 
be an 
inspiration to 
all of us to do 
better. 
 
 
NEXT STEPS 
 
So where do 
we go next? 
Prior to this 
event, we had 
raised $5,400 

in donations. On Saturday night, our two poor 
counters, Pam MacDermid and Ken MacLeod 
stayed until nearly midnight to do the count 
from the dinner. The dinner raised $8,400. We 
also received a further $600+ on Sunday giving 
us a total of $14,400 so far this campaign.  
 
Moving forward, despite the fact we have not 
raised all the funds, we are in fact viable to 
sponsor a smaller family so we will start the 
necessary documentation. Joanne Perry is 
doing the initial work on this issue. We will also 
start our training and ensuring our volunteers 
are ready and prepared as much as possible to 
take on the task of supporting and caring for 
refugee family. Third our fund raising efforts 
will continue. 
 
 
NEXT EVENT 
Our next fund raising effort is the Weirdo-
Beardo challenge created in part by the Sunday 
school and the Ladies of the Choir who 
remarked on my unfortunate sartorial efforts or 
lack thereof. The children came up with the 
name of the challenge. The problem is, I have 
stated that I will not cut my hair nor trim the 
beard or mustache until we raise the funds for 
the Syrian refugee fund. The goal is $2500. No 
matter what your views on this particular 
issue, I would ask that you give to the cause. 
I hope that you will all continue to support the 
cause, if you haven’t as yet either by donation 
or volunteering, it is not too late and we always 
appreciate the support. Please join us in this 
great effort. It is a good cause for the right 
reasons.  

…. John McLearn
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www.rockinghamunited.org 

 
 

  
 
It is the practice of Rockingham Reflections to only include the vital statistics from the official church records. If we have omitted 
any names or you would like to include other names please leave the information in the church office in an envelope marked ‘For 
Reflections’. We would be happy to include any other notices brought to our attention.  
 
Rockingham United Church privacy policy restricts publishing of photos unless the individual has given specific authorization to 
use the photo or it is part of a group event at Rockingham. It is the responsibility of the person submitting the photo to ensure the 
names are on file before submitting it to Rockingham Reflections. 
 
We respect copyright laws and are committed to remove any copyright infringing material from Reflections. We try our best not to 
violate any copyright laws. If you find any content in Reflections that infringes your copyrighted work, please contact us, we’ll be 
happy to verify and remove such content. Please do provide us the following details: 1) Your name, E-mail Address. 2) Location 
(URLs) of your copyrighted work on your website. 3) Location (URLs) of your copyrighted work on our website 
 
 

DEADLINE FOR NEXT REFLECTIONS - Sunday May 8, 2016 

 
  

    Helping get from here …………….. to here! 


