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1. MINISTER’S REPORT 

          As I write this report I confess that I am in countdown mode…10 days until 

Sabbatical…10 days that I can count off on my fingers…you know that I love you all and 

that I continue to celebrate this ministry we share together, yet I am so grateful for 

this Sabbath time of rest and renewal. This past year has held many wonderful 

celebrations and accomplishments for the congregation of Rockingham United Church. It 

has also held places of deep grief and sorrow as we have said goodbye to beloved friends 

and neighbors. If I could paint a landscape of our life this last year, the paint strokes 

would reflect the incredible diversity of our life together. 

 The strong background greyish hues would speak of the work given to caring for 

the foundational place we call our church home. Our home has new windows throughout 

the downstairs and a new fire alarm system. Our Building and Property Committee 

members are constantly making their way through a list of repairs, upgrades and review 

of rental fees and contracts, to ensure the proper maintenance of the church on the hill. 

Even as they tend to our ongoing life, both the Trustees and the Raising our Sails folk 

are helping paint a future of vibrant yellow for Rockingham. The Endowment Fund is well 

established and growing and the Campaign to raise funds to replace the roof is steadily 

climbing.  

 Our Stewardship Committee is painting with wide diverse strokes of magenta and 

bronze as they risk in new ventures: Fundscrip and the Maritime Feast invited people to 

step outside the norm in new ways of fund-raising that were very successful.  

 The tangerine and ruby shades of worship invite us to sing and dance in the joy of 

life and the goodness of our Creator. Present to support the community as it gathers in 

times of grief, coordinating the seasonal decorating of our sanctuary, planning for 

regular and alternate worship celebrations, theirs are the splashes of color that bring us 

together each week in gratitude for the ever present grace of our God. Blending with 

these endeavors are the multiples fuchsia shadings of our senior, men’s and youth choirs; 

their voices a palette of wonder in all the seasons of our life together. 

 The rainbow dance of story and song that are our children and youth ensure that 

this landscape portrait will never be fixed and stayed. Their imagination…their 

creativity...their passion for life…keep us all stretching and growing as people of faith. 

 The continued dedication of our United Church Women and Men’s Group are the 

deepest violets painting a bridge of support within the ongoing life of this congregation, 

as they raise funds for various endeavors, and as they bring the women and men 

together at table and in diverse ventures. 

 With ocean shades of aqua our Membership Relations folk reach out beyond the 

borders of familiarity to welcome newcomers and to host welcome back luncheons, to 

offer exams snacks to university students just up the street. 
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 The colors of care and compassion…the gentle blush that warms the shadows of 

our landscape… these are the shades of life of our Pastoral Care team: quiet visits to 

those no longer able to join us for activities as they used to, supporting the John B band 

to provide Wednesday morning gatherings of song and story, comforting those who 

grieve and those walking with various medical and emotional challenges in their lives. 

 Our Outreach Committee is inviting us to explore yet new shades of greening as 

we travel the road of refugee sponsorship, as we look ahead to building relationship with 

our aboriginal neighbors and as we continue to tend our relationship with Muslim sisters 

and brothers. 

 Some brush strokes are wide and vibrant against the canvas of our life. Others 

are far more subtle as they blend together our expressions of faith and service. As our 

Council gathers monthly to hear from and move forward recommendations of our various 

ministries groups, I feel so blessed to be in the presence of such incredible and 

committed leaders/artists. I celebrate the staff team I am so privileged to work with, 

and I continue to be awed by a congregation of people who choose to share of the gifts 

of their living to continue the work of painting a living landscape of ministry in this 

community. May summer grant to everyone, Sabbath moments and places for renewal and 

re-creating. 

Blessings to all of you, Rev. Debbie Aitken 

2. COUNCIL REPORT 

          When this report is presented it will have been a year since I have been in this 

position. It really has been a privilege to have been “parachuted” into this job and I 

readily admit to feeling that it has been a steep learning curve, but it has been made so 

much easier because of the wonderful people with whom I get to interact. I would be 

remiss if I didn’t mention them first.  Reverend Debbie is an absolute inspiration. The 

positive energy that she exudes on Sunday morning extends to all aspects of her work 

with us.  She is always approachable, calm and balanced. She has the wonderful gift of 

being able to make all of us want to be better and to do better.  We are so blessed to 

have her with us. She will be heading out on sabbatical on the 16th of May and won’t be 

back with us until September 6th.  I have worked in an academic environment where 

sabbaticals were common and I can honestly say that I have never seen anyone, even the 

most exalted professor at the University, who more deserved a sabbatical. We will miss 

her of course but we will be well cared for by Reverend Diane Tingley. We wish Debbie a 

time of peace and restoration, a time of calm and reflection, a time of learning and 

exploring new directions, and we look forward to having her return in the Fall when who 

knows in which directions she will lead us. We all are certain it will be along a path of 

spirituality bringing us ever more close to our Creator.  
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          But terrific as Debbie is, she is not the only wonderful person working for all of 

us. Those of you who have dealt with our office will know how blessed we are to have 

Sylvia Thorne as our Church Office Administrator. Talk about approachable, talk about 

knowledgeable, talk about calm. She is one of those people who when an issue comes up 

presents you with alternatives to solve the problem at the same time she presents the 

problem. 

          All of us enjoy the music of our choirs directed by Kathy Stone; music that 

contributes to the mood of the service, that helps us receive the message and to praise 

God; and who can forget the “Journey to Bethlehem” on which we were led by our 

children, so well directed by Katie Tanner who leads our Sunday School and Chairs our 

Christian Development and Education Committee.  Our church is kept spotlessly clean by 

the hard work of Nichol Smith. 

          The annual report contains reports of the many aspects of the life and work of our 

church.  We are active within and without the confines of this building; while supporting 

each other as we worship, work and play, we are reaching out into the community both 

locally and into the wider world.  In reading this you will see how we are active at 

Brunswick Street Mission, providing and serving breakfast on some days when regular 

staff are off and where we have been invited to have a representative on their Board.  

You will know how members of Rockingham United reach out to students at Mount Saint 

Vincent University by providing snacks during the stressful time of exams; and you will 

read of the activities of the many persons involved in the effort to assist some of the 

world’s refugees. 

          You will have heard that your Council held a major workshop exploring aspects of 

Membership Development under the enthusiastic and talented leadership of Kim Silver. 

We looked specifically at how to better engage with new members and visitors, our youth 

and the broader community. The report contains many ideas that Council will be 

considering and putting into action in the coming months. Kim has also developed a 

Congregational Survey which each of us will be receiving very soon. This will give us 

information about how you see the life and work of our church and directions in which 

you would like to see us go. We owe a big thank you to Kim for all the work she has done 

on this initiative, which arose from the Long Range Plan. 

          I have really enjoyed interacting with the folks around the Council table. You may 

recall that prior to this past year I have never served on Council; I have of course known 

many people who have served over many years but I don’t think I truly understood what a 

great group Council is. Just a bunch of ordinary folks from different backgrounds, with 

different skill sets, each committed to our church, willing to put in the time and use 

their talents for our common goals. From my perspective I get to see not only the work 

of the chairs of the different committees, but of each of you who serve on these 

committees and each of the different groups not necessarily represented on Council 
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whose activities are part of who we are as a faith community. In the commitment I see 

people who are faithful, enthusiastic, supportive and having a good time. I see people who 

have a sense of purpose through their commitment to our church. Just like the song the 

Men’s Choir sings with the Children’s Choir “All God’s creatures got a place in the choir. 

Some sing low and some sing higher: some sing out loud on the telephone wire. Some just 

clap their hands or paws or anything they got now.” 

          I leave fund raising to the end of my comments, not because it is not important 

but because it is a means to an end. It allows us to do many of the things we value within 

and without this building. I am sure to some it seems like we are always after money but 

even in this we have a sense of community, of accomplishment and purpose.  I have been 

amazed at how folks step up, the generosity and again the commitment shown by 

members of Rockingham United Church. We seem to be able to come up with the 

resources we need to get the job done, to fulfil our Mission. So we don’t just raise the 

money but we do it as a manifestation of how we see ourselves, our place in the 

community and how we see our Church in our lives. 

          So from my perspective I see us as a vibrant and growing community of faith; 

worshipping, celebrating and sometimes grieving, but in grieving still celebrating and 

supporting. We are a community reaching out and moving forward.  We are truly blessed.     

Respectfully Submitted, Ron Tanton, Council Chair 

 
3. BUILDING AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

The Building and Property Committee consists of Mark Thornton, John Sutherland, 

Doug Redden, Sandy Munro, Garner Hill, Mark Forsythe and Colleen Rollings as 

chairman.   

         The focus of the committee starting early in 2016 was to grow the size of the 

committee and focus on the current list of repair items to be tackled around the church 

building and property.  The current membership list has been meeting monthly since 

January and ambitiously tackling several of the minor repairs that could be accomplished 

during the winter months.  Several items will be addressed in the warmer weather of 

May and June with assistance from the Men’s Group. 

          The committee has also been working with the M&P committee to ensure tasks are 

tackled efficiently by church staff.  The updated janitor role has required additional 

duties around the building to be tackled by the B&P committee, but all the committee 

members have generously volunteered their time to complete these various items. 

          The committee contacted Efficiency One for an energy audit to be completed and 

the results of the audit will be put forward for strategic action over the next 6 months 

including addressing the overhead lights in the hall as it is becoming increasingly difficult 

to change the light bulbs as they burn out.  As well, equipment replacement for the 

vacuum cleaner and the warming oven required immediate attention in April 
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          Continuing to take action on the Efficiency One report, the Lindsay report from 

2014 addressing leaking windows, and completing tasks on the minor repair list will 

remain the focus of the committee in the coming year in addition to the normal 

maintenance.  
 

Respectfully submitted, Colleen Rollings, Chair 

 
4. CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

CD&E had seven active members this year including Judy Whiteway, Claude Isaacs, 

Madi Silver, Eunjung Han and Shin Li, and myself (Katie Tanner) as Chair. Rev. 

Aitken also attended most meetings.   

Sunday School and Youth Programs 

          For 2015/2016, we had approximately 35 students attending Sunday school. Most 

weeks the classes were divided into two age groups: preschool to grade 1, and grades 2-

5, sometimes we had three age groups depending on whether we had larger numbers. 

Similar to last year, the majority of children were in the preschool group. 

          We were excited to have a larger number of youth attendees this year, which 

meant that we had lots of helpers when needed, and we could begin the initial steps to 

introducing a youth group. 

          I continued in the part-time paid role of Sunday School Director. This year, 

instead of purchasing curriculum guides as we have in the past, I created the curriculum 

and wrote lesson plans on a month-to-month basis. This allowed teachers to change, add, 

or put more emphasis on whichever topics we felt would be best received and understood 

by our students. From the feedback we have received from guardians, this appears to 

have been very successful, and has made lessons more memorable and recognizable by 

our students.   

          Again this year we had very reliable teachers and parent helpers in our Sunday 

School program. In particular, Judy Whiteway, Wendy Hawley, Stephanie Gorman, Claude 

Isaacs, Eunjung Han, as well as Colleen Rollings, provided consistent and needed support 

to the program. We also very much appreciated the support provided by the 

congregation and committees, especially for the children’s juice and treats - all of the 

kids looked forward to the end of church each week so they could have their snacks!  

          The nursery in the Sanctuary has been a great success again this year. It is 

appreciated by restless infants, toddlers, and parents alike. It is being used every week. 

          Shin has taken great interest and initiative in reviving our library. He has been 

working on organizing and cataloguing the current collection. We have invested in 

purchasing approximately 30 new children’s books from Scholastic, and are excited for 

them to be put on the shelves. 
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          We have spent the entire year working on closing the gap that we have 

experienced with our youth. We have spent many nights discussing ways to actively 

involve our youth, how to keep them engaged and connected with the congregation, and 

how to create and grow a successful youth program. In an effort to reach these goals we 

have made connections with Grace Chapel and have had a preliminary meeting with Pelham 

Flowerdew, their youth pastor. We have continued the conversation throughout this past 

spring on how we can connect our youth at Rockingham with the wider community. We 

have also been very fortunate to have Lisa Clarke, who began a youth program series for 

a number of Saturdays, which has been very well received. These advancements give us 

hope and motivation for the possibilities we can have next year with meeting the needs 

of our youth. 

Achievements for this year include: 

• Strong attendance (more students than last year!) 

• Continuation of the part-time Sunday School Director position. 

• Dedicated teachers and strong participation from the congregation in support of 

activities for the children’s programs. 

• A successful Christmas pageant, Journey to Bethlehem, which has connected 

Rockingham to Nine Mile River United. We are very grateful for their support and 

generosity in lending props and assistance. 

• We have involved all age groups in the Weirdo-Beardo Campaign, a campaign to raise 

money for our refugee efforts. The children have loved working with John on protesting 

his beard and encouraging the congregation to raise enough money to get rid of it. 

• A youth-led service will be taking place on June 5, which will involve all children and 

youth. This year’s theme is Being a Good Neighbour, with the goal of showcasing all that 

the children have learned this year about being kind to others, and how to welcome new 

people in our communities. 

• A continuation of the nursery area in the Sanctuary, which is very active! 

We have had many successful programs and events for adults, including: 

• A very positive book study, led by Rev. Aitken, Gifts of Imperfection, which drew 28 

people! 

• Continuation of Book Club. 

• Continuation of Movie Club. 

• A movie (The Lorax) and discussion night for Earth Day (co-hosted with the 

Stewardship Committee) 

Conclusion: 

• We need to continue our efforts in engaging youth, with the goal of eventually having a 

youth group to support our growing needs. 

• The Christian Development and Education Committee has very reliable and dedicated 

members who bring a variety of strengths to each meeting we have and each activity we 
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are involved in. The committee needs to work together on developing the gifts of its 

members. 

• A few of our members will be moving on to other tasks next year. We need to find new 

members who are motivated to work with the youth of our congregation. 

          It was a joy to chair this committee and I look forward to another great year! 

 
Respectfully submitted, Katy Tanner 

   
5. MEMBERSHIP RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
 

Members: Kay Youle, Jean Wentzell, Mary Lou Evans Isaacs, Sharon Ernst, Eleanor 

King, Joanne Perry, Gaye Wishart, Charlie Murphy, Vivian Coughlan, Janet 

Patterson (Home member), Noelle Murphy (Chair), Rodger Middleton (webmaster), 

Gary Wilson (Reflections publisher). 

          In September Membership Relations made plans for the Fall Kickoff BBQ.  The 

committee was pleased to host the Fall Kickoff BBQ luncheon after church on Oct 4th.  

This was well received and a wonderful opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet 

new ones.  Due to health reasons, one of our members Ramona McQuinn stepped down 

from the committee this year.  We thank her for all her contributions over the years. 

          In November, there was a baptism with Membership Relations providing baptism 
cookies welcoming the new addition to our faith community. 
          In December, there was a baptism with Membership Relations providing baptism 
cookies to welcome the new addition to RUC.  December also brought two opportunities 
for fellowship.  We hosted the carolers after Carols at RUC Homes with hot chocolate, 
toast and cookies.  We also provided a plate of cookies for those we were visiting.  There 
is a great time of fellowship with young and the young at heart enjoying this event.  The 
Carols by Candlelight reception was an opportunity to say thank you to our choirs and 
their directors and to enjoy some fellowship time with our members. 
          We were pleased to have a new committee member, Charlie Murphy, join us in 
January.  As well on January 10th, we were pleased to provide a cake to help the 
congregation celebrate Rev. Debbie’s birthday with her.  Membership Relations 
committee were very appreciative of the new rolling shelves in the church kitchen.  The 
shelving provided an opportunity to consolidate our supplies in an area that is much easier 
for our members to reach. 
          In February, RUC celebrated its anniversary with cake and other refreshments 
provided by Membership Relations.  As well, several members of the committee attended 
the Membership Development Workshop on Saturday February 6th. 
          Membership Relations committee has noticed and talked with a number of 
newcomers to our faith community.  Each of these received an invitation to attend the 
Laura Wright Lasagna Lunch on Sunday April 3rd.  We were pleased that a number were 
able to attend.  They were accompanied to the lunch by members or designates of the 
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Membership Relations committee who took the opportunity to introduce them to 
members of the congregation.  April also brought an opportunity to organize and be 
involved with supplying treats for the students at Mt St Vincent's University during 
exam time on April 18th and 19th.  This was well supported by the congregation and well 
received by the students.   
          In May, Membership Relations was pleased, once again, to provide baptism cookies 
welcoming a new addition to our faith community.  Membership Relations is also pleased 
to have a new committee member, Vivian Coughlan, join us. 
          We strive to do our part to help the congregation make Rockingham United a 
welcoming community.  We ask congregation members to be greeters each Sunday.  They 
are the first faces that people see when they enter Rockingham United and we want 
visitors to know we are glad they chose to join us.   We serve refreshments after the 
worship service three Sundays a month.   Cup and Conversation is a great opportunity to 
welcome and get to know newcomers and to get to know other members a little better.  
We serve Just Us! Fair Trade coffee, as well as tea and juice.  This is often accompanied 
by sweets. The first Sunday of the month the Outreach Committee hosts Cup and 
Conversation with the proceeds going to Brunswick Street Breakfast Program.  Cup and 
Conversation is held in the sanctuary approximately once a month.  Congregation 
members also help the committee members with Cup and Conversation on many Sundays.  
We thank those who have assisted us and look forward to actively involving more 
congregation members in the future. 
          We thank Gary Wilson for continuing to publish Rockingham Reflections to keep 
everyone informed of upcoming events.  Rodger Middleton keeps the website 
www.rockinghamunited.org up to date.  The bulletin is posted each week with the 
announcements.  If you are not able to attend church, you can always stay current by 
checking out the website.  Thank you to Rodger for all his work. 
          The committee is actively seeking new members. We would love to hear from 
anyone who would like to join us. 
          I want to thank all committee members for their contributions. It has been a 
delight to work with such a willing group of people. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Noelle Murphy, Chair 

 

6. MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Members: Nancy Lowery (chair), Barb Lall, Ken McLeod, Craig Sutherland, and 

JoAnne Tanton 

          The Ministry and Personnel (M&P) Committee of Rockingham United Church 

oversees the roles of paid leaders and employees, namely the Minister, the Office 

Administrative Assistant, the Organist/Choir Director, the Sunday School Director and 

the Janitor. It also supports communication between the congregation, ministry 

personnel and staff and reports regularly to the Rockingham Church Council. Some of the 
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specific tasks are to update job descriptions, initiate performance reviews, and to 

recommend any pay increases and contract renewals to our Church Council.    

          On October 25th, 2015, four new members met for the first time with the Chair 

of the M&P Committee.  Each member was initially assigned a corresponding ministry or 

staff personnel with whom they would develop a liaison for the year. On November 15th 

the committee gathered together to take part in a United Church Program called “the 

M&P 101 Webinar”.  As the name suggests, it was an on-line workshop to help identify the 

workings of a successful Ministry and Personnel Committee.  All our members found that 

it was a well-organized and informative session. 

          In January Job Descriptions and Performance Reviews were completed and 

contract renewals issued for the Sunday School Coordinator and the Janitor.  A 2 % cost 

of living increase was recommended to Council for the Minister, the Organist/Choir 

Director, the Office Administrator and the Sunday School Director.  A meeting was held 

with the co-owners of the Atlantic Montessori School, Analia Lowe and Andrea Cavicchi, 

to discuss garbage removal contracts, Sunday use of the Montessori classrooms and the 

use of the upper entrance doors.  

          On February 6th, 2016, JoAnne Tanton and Nancy Lowery attended our Church 

Membership Development Workshop.  During the next three months updated Police 

Check documents were added to the personnel files and all of the remaining Performance 

Reviews were completed.  The provincial minimum wage increase, effective April 1st, was 

recommended for the Janitor. Arrangements were also underway in March and April to 

prepare for Reverend Aitkin’s Sabbatical leave followed by three weeks of vacation time. 

Reverend Diane Tingley has agreed to act as the Supervising Minister from May 16th to 

September 4th of 2016.  Although formal committee meetings do not resume until the 

fall, M&P members will continue to maintain contact with Reverend Tingley and our 

church staff throughout the summer months.   

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Lowery, Chair   

7. OUTREACH COMMITTEE / RUC REFUGEE COMMITTEE 

          This year has been one of evolution in Outreach. The Outreach program has 

changed to one that incorporates not only the Committee but the Congregation as a 

whole. More time was spent towards informing and educating the Congregation as well as 

reaching out to the local community within Rockingham, Clayton Park and the Larry Uteck 

areas. 

          The program started with an overview to the Congregation as to the overall 

Outreach program for this year including more emphasis on standing United Church 

efforts such as Mission and Service, White Gift but also took on the challenge of 

sponsoring a refugee family in conjunction with an ad hoc committee. The initial stages 

were a study of the problem in September and October, followed by development of a 
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basic plan to be presented to Church Council in Nov and then presenting and passing a 

resolution at the January Congregational meeting. 

          Since that resolution, the new committee was officially formed combining the 

efforts of the ad hoc refugee committee and the team from Outreach to start the fund 

raising program and to gather interested volunteers. Thirty-five people have volunteered 

thus far and have been involved in both meetings and workshops to meet the program 

requirements.  

          In the case of fund raising, $17,400. Has been raised by the end of the reporting 

period. The biggest effort was organized by Brenda Munro; a Middle Eastern Dinner 

sponsoring Reverend Russ Daye of St Andrew’s United Church on his experience in 

Lebanon. The dinner was attended by two members of the Provincial cabinet and over 130 

people, which raised $8400. in a single effort. It should also be mentioned that Vicki 

Rizcallah, the caterer, volunteered her time and labour to make this dinner a success.   

Volunteers to help were found from throughout the Congregation not only from the 

Committee and its volunteers.  

          There are two other fund raising efforts based on a community brochure and 

secondly, the development and sale of a sponsorship pin. Both these programs will occur 

after the summer. 

          In support of this overall effort, we have also had a program of speakers including 

Reverend Daye, Bev MacDonald, the Coordinator of the Atlantic Conference for 

Refugees and Ms. Liz MacBeth is slated to speak on 27 May. Other speakers are being 

booked in the fall winter period of 2016-2017 based on one per month during the winter 

period. Details of these future speakers will be announced. 

          The fall will see the push to support Mission and Service in conjunction with 

Stewardship and the White Gift program. It is anticipated that we may have our refugee 

family by early next year at the latest which will take time and effort. There will also be 

a strong effort to support the overall program in support of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission in support of the local Aboriginal community. Contact was made this year and 

will be followed up for this fall. 

          Outreach has been an active participant in the creation of a network of refugee 

sponsorship groups throughout Nova Scotia and has actively supported the efforts of 

Conference in the refugee program. 

          This report would be most remiss, in not mentioning the death of Fran Paton, a 

true believer in Outreach and the good it could and can do. Fran was a great mentor for 

me personally and always provided advice and comment as we changed this year. She will 

be missed by all the team. I know that she will be with the Outreach team in spirit. 

 
Respectfully submitted, John McLearn, Chair 
 



 

 

13

8. PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE 

 
MEMBERS:   Heather Coady (Coordinator), Joan Aitken, Gerry Butler, Eleanor King, 

Barb Lall, Doreen Martin, Jean McIntrye, Janet McMurtry, Jan Mills, Joan Munro, 

Charles Murphy, Lynda Phelan, Diane Ward, Jean Wentzell & Rev Debbie Aitken. 

          The Pastoral Care Team provides support to members of our church community, 

especially during times of difficulty, illness and death.  We also acknowledge those happy 

times, birthday, anniversary, wedding & births, as well the accomplishments of our 

members.  

          Cards, notes and telephone calls are an important part of the support.   Home 

communion is provided as well.  We make home visits, hospital and nursing home visits.  

We assist Rev Debbie with worship at Parkland Clayton Park on a monthly basis.  

          The work of the Pastoral Care team is ongoing throughout the year.  We offer 

support to 35–50 members of our congregation each month. We meet monthly, with the 

exception of July and August, in the Fireside Room and always in a confidential setting. 

Our thanks to Rev Debbie for her continued support to this important part of our 

church’s ministry. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, Heather Coady, Chair 
  

9.   PRESBYTERY REPORT 

Members:  William Jost, Anne Forbes, William Dodsworth. 
          Full Court Meetings of Halifax Presbytery have been held on June 9, 2015 at 
Rockingham United, 12 Flamingo Dr., Halifax, NS, September 8, 2015 at St. Paul's 
United, 173 Old Sambro Rd., Halifax, NS, November 12, 2015 at First United, 7964 
Highway 7, Musquodoboit Harbour, NS, January 12, 2016, at Bedford United, 1200 
Bedford Highway, March 8, 2016 at Fairview United, 3524 Dutch Village Rd., Halifax, 
NS, and May 10, 2016 TBA, and attended by Ministry Staff and Presbytery Reps. 
          The 90th Annual Meeting of Maritime Conference was held in Sackville, New 
Brunswick from May 28 – May 31, 2015, the theme being “Live the Promise That All May 
Be… “.  One of the main ideas of the meeting was to become an Affirming Conference. 
This was passed. The second was to deal with the Comprehensive Review Task Force. 
           The main discussion at the Conference was on Church reorganization. The 
recommendation is to have three courts, churches, regions, and head office. The details 
will be worked out later. Nothing will change until remits have been approved by the 
congregations. As the United Church of Canada was created by an Act of Parliament in 
1925, a new bill will have to be passed by Parliament before the change can take place. 
 
Respectfully submitted, William Dodsworth, Presbytery Representative 
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10.   STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Stewardship Team: Santosh Lall, Charlie Murphy, Beth Wilson, David 
Carmichael and Lynn Knapp (Chairperson). 
          We began another busy year in September with regular meetings to finalize the 
plans for our committee's fundraiser “A Maritime Feast of Food and Song”.  On October 
17, 2015 we hosted an evening consisting of a gourmet Maritime themed meal prepared 
by resident Chef Jack Rilett, followed by an evening of entertainment and song provided 
by Prince Edward Island's Mark Haines.   This evening would not have been possible 
without the help and advice from Jack Rilett along with his donation of time and talent.  
We also want to thank and mention Sylvia Thorne (tickets / posters), Sandra Taweel 
(Decor) and Chef Hans Gerstenecker (for use of his kitchen at the Vines). As always, 
Reverend Debbie was very involved in helping to make this a very special evening and we 
want to give her thanks for her special gift of home-made ice cream.  This event was a 
very enjoyable one and raised $2760.70 for the operating fund. 
          Our Fundscrip campaign resumed in October of 2015 and has continued through to 
May of 2016 at which time we take a break over the summer months when attendance is 
low and support is expected to be reduced.   Since last year's annual report this 
campaign has raised $2782.50 for our church simply by the purchase of gift cards to pay 
for our individual monthly needs of grocery, gas and pharmacy.   Little by little 
congregation members are beginning to give this fundraiser a try and we remain hopeful 
that it will continue to grow. 
          We began our Stewardship campaign in November with the preparation of our 
Stewardship letter, which was handed or mailed out to the congregation in mid-
November.  This year's message was one of “Gratitude” for our many gifts as a 
congregation and a reminder to recognize how fortunate we are and to give thanks for 
them all.  We were also reminded that we should be “brave and deliberate” when 
considering our financial commitments for the upcoming year.  It was also mentioned in 
the Stewardship letter that in keeping with the Long Range plan adopted in 2013, we 
have developed a Capital Plan for the revitalization of our church to ensure it continues 
to meet our needs in the future.  In particular, we recognized that our 52-year-old 
building will require a roof replacement some time over the next few years and our wish 
is to be pro-active in raising the funds ahead of time.  “Raising our Sails” became the 
name of the campaign and a team of invested volunteers was assembled and began to 
quietly visit and build relationships, at the same time seeking pledges for financial help.  
A public launch of the “Raising the Sails” campaign was held on Sunday May 1st during the 
service and at that time it was revealed that more than half of the necessary funds have 
been pledged, which is such exciting news.  The volunteers will continue their work over 
the next year. 
          A Membership Development workshop involving all committees of the church was 
held on Saturday February 6,2016.  All members of the Stewardship in town at that time 
participated on that day. 
          On February 28, 2015 the Stewardship committee again, with the help of Council 
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members hosted another soup luncheon, this year entitled “A Leap Day Lunch”.   Once 
again the admission was a “free-will offering” and the event was well attended and 
enjoyed by all who stayed.  This event raised $603 for the operating fund. 
          On April 22, 2016 both the Stewardship committee, along with the Christian 
Education and Development committee, hosted a celebration of Earth Day with the free 
showing of the movie “The Lorax”.  The evening was advertised throughout the 
community and was quite well attended. 
          On May 14, 2016 members of the committee along with many of our church 
members assisted with the running of the Indoor Yard Sale.  Although historically this 
has been an event run primarily by the Men's Group, it was decided in October of 2015 
by Council, that it would be transformed into a church community event allowing more 
people to be involved.   This event was highly successful in generating fun and fellowship 
for all those involved as well as raising $6400 for our church.   
          The Stewardship committee continues to organize and monitor the weekly 
counters. 
          I would like to thank the congregation and the members of the Stewardship team 
for their continued support through all of our fund raising efforts this past year. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Lynn Knapp, Chair 
 

11.  TRUSTEES (BOARD OF) 

          Two new members (Doug Chaytor and Rick Lowery) joined the Board of 

Trustees (BOT) this year.  Two members, Sam MacKay and Sandy Munro, resigned 

from the Board of Trustees and their long term contribution to the BOT was 

recognized by the BOT and RUC Council.  

          BOT held three meetings. The BOT continues to follow the checklist outlined in 

the United Church Trustees Handbook of Accountabilities (2013) particularly the 

checklist that is relevant to Rockingham United Church (RUC). All pertinent information 

related to bequests, investments, taxes, insurance, maintenance, repairs and 

congregational property have been acquired.   

          The Board of Trustees also initiated and presented a case to council for a capital 
campaign with the primary purpose of funding a roof replacement in due course. The 
capital campaign “Raising Our Sails” has since been launched with a fundraising goal of 
$150,000.  An initiative was undertaken by David Martin, Ron Tanton, Heather Britten 
and Santosh Lall to reactivate the Finance Sub-Committee in light of the increased size 
of the investment portfolio. The Investment Policy Statement indicates that “The 
Finance Sub-Committee and the Board of Trustees will review and monitor our portfolio 
on a regular basis – at least annually”. The committee now consists of the following: 
Treasurer (Heather Britten), a representative of the Trustees (David Martin) and a 
representative of the Stewardship Committee (David Carmichael). In conjunction with 
the Board of Trustees, the committee is planning to review its objectives and ensure 
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that the investment portfolio is appropriately invested. A report will be presented to the 
RUC council.  
 
Respectfully submitted: Santosh Lall, Chair 
 

12.  UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

          The 2015 Annual General Meeting of the Rockingham United Church Women was 

held at the Church on January 14, 2015. New executive members were presented: 

 President  - Heather McLearn 

 Vice-President - Joanne Perry 

 Past President - Mary Lou Evans Isaacs 

 Secretary  - Joanne Perry 

The position of Treasurer remains vacant.  

          Major purchases of 25 card tables and a commercial oven for the church kitchen 

were approved by the membership. 

          A chicken pie lunch was held at the church on January 25th, 2015. This event was 

widely enjoyed, and raised over $900.00 On Feb 17 2015, a bake sale was held in 

conjunction with the Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper organized by the men of RUC.  

          The Women’s Inter-Church Council World Day of Prayer Service was held on 

Friday, March 7 at Birch Cove Baptist Church. Seven members of Rockingham UCW 

participated in the service, which was written by the women of the Bahamas. The annual 

Spring Potluck Social was held on May 13, 2015 in the church hall, with 17 members 

attending. Our after-dinner speaker was Lesley Cooley, a travel agent with Broad 

Horizons, a travel agency which specializes in tours for women.  She was joined by a 

colleague from VIA rail tours, who added information about touring Canada by rail. 

          On May 25, 2015, Rockingham United Church Women hosted the Halifax UCW 

Presbyterial Spring Rally and Potluck. This was an unprecedented success, with over 100 

ladies in attendance. After our meal, Rev. Kevin Little spoke about his work with the 

Brunswick St. Mission and other projects. 

          The Candy Cane Carnival was held on Saturday, November 14th, 2015, from 4:30 to 

7:30 pm. This is an event supported and enjoyed by the entire congregation of RUC. 

Regular features included were a hot meal, the Pantry table, Craft table, and Made by 

Men table.  

          Our heartfelt thanks go to all the members of the congregation who have 

supported this event over the years. We have, however, decided to change the format of 

the event for the coming year. In 2016, it will be held during the day (10am until 1pm). 

We hope to offer a few tables to craftspeople from the community for a nominal fee. 

The UCW will continue to run the craft and pantry tables, and the men of RUC will 

continue to have a Made by Men table. There will also be a gently used Jewelry table for 
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2016. A light snack will be available, but there will be no hot meal, and the total food 

service area will be smaller. 

          The annual Rockingham UCW Christmas Social was held on Dec. 2, 2015, in the 

church hall. Worship for the event was led by the Jean Hogan unit, and a program of 

Christmas themed games followed. A delicious lunch was served by the Clayton Park unit. 

          The 2016 Annual General Meeting of Rockingham UCW was held on Sunday, 

January 24, 2016 following the church service. No changes to Executive were made for 

2016. Preliminary planning for the Shrove Tuesday Bake sale, the World Day of Prayer 

service, and the Christmas Craft and Pantry sale was considered. It was proposed and 

approved that the UCW hire a professional cleaner to do a thorough cleaning of the 

church kitchen during the summer months, and funds were approved to cover this 

expense. 

          On Feb 9, 2016, the UCW held a pantry sale in conjunction with the Shrove 

Tuesday Pancake supper.  

          The Women’s Inter-Church Council Annual World Day of Prayer service was held 

at St. Benedict’s Roman Catholic Church on Friday, March 4, 2016. Six members of 

Rockingham United Church Women took part in the service, and a number of other 

members were in attendance. The service next year will be held here at Rockingham 

United. 

          The Planning Committee for the Christmas Craft and Pantry Sale (which will take 

the place of the Candy Cane Carnival) has met once, and planning for the new sale has 

begun. 

          The UCW membership is saddened by the loss of two of our longstanding members 

this spring: Dora Harmon, who filled the position of treasurer for many years, and Fran 

Paton, who has been very active in a number of RUC activities. We miss these two ladies 

deeply.  

 
Respectfully submitted: Heather McLearn, Chair 
 

13.   WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

Members: Rev. Debbie Aitken (ex-officio), Dianna Prest (Chair), David Clare, 

Sandra Allen, Anne Forbes, Joanna Rowe (Secretary), Pam Roddick, Shelley Snair, 

Kathy Stone (Music Director) and Lisa Clarke (AST student).  

 

Membership Change: As Chair of Worship Committee, we had many changes this year. 

We wanted to thank Jill MacLean for all her contributions to Worship and the 

congregation. We wish her all the best in her new life in Ottawa, her contributions to our 

committee and church will be missed. We had changes of Pam Roddick stepping aside 

while husband Paul Roddick served overseas but keep her in the loop of emails to prepare 
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her for when Paul returns. We are pleased to welcome Shelley Snair as a new member. 

We would like to thank Lisa Clarke with her many contributions during her time with us 

as AST student. We are saddened to say goodbye to Joanna Rowe as she will be 

beginning a new life in Ontario after the school year ends. Over the past, two plus years 

that Joanna has been on the committee she has contributed much to our planning and 

invaluable contribution of recording the minutes for our meetings. She will be missed as 

well. We recognize the many contributions of our members. David Clare and Sandra Allen 

for representing Worship Committee and taking care of the duties for our funerals. 

Sandra Allen for taking care of the banners in the sanctuary.  Anne Forbes for looking 

after our Communion and gathering Communion servers and Scripture readers. I’d like to 

thank David Clare, Joanna Rowe, Shelley Snair & Lisa Clarke for participating in Worship 

service. Thank you to non-member Beth Wilson for presenting our announcements. Rev. 

Debbie Aitken and Kathy Stone for our wonderful sermons and music in Worship. As an 

endeavour to encourage new people to help with the ushering duties during Worship, 

members of the congregation were asked to gather names for services for one month. 

The initial results, we believe are very positive. We saw some members who have never 

ushered before and those who have not served in a while. I would like to thank those who 

participated and gathered the ushers: Sandra Allen, Doreen Martin, Beth Wilson, David 

Carmichael, Barb Lall and Donna Richards. Thanks to David Williamson for also ushering 

during funerals. Thanks to Hugh & Carolyn MacDonald for their care of the Christ 

Candle. Thanks to Karen Middleton for gathering candle lighters for worship. Thanks to 

all those who help behind the scenes decorating the sanctuary and assisting in worship 

services. All have given of their gifts, time and talents during this past year.  

Meetings and Accomplishments: The Worship Committee met on the first Wednesday 

of the month except for a couple of times where a later week and/or time met our 

committee needs better. The committee continues to be a living breathing entity that 

has vibrant discussions as we reflect on previous services, plan future services and 

discuss needs and wants of the congregation. We continue to incorporate the Long Range 

Plan initiatives for Worship as part of our monthly agenda and discuss in every meeting.  

The following is some of the services and accomplishments that the Worship Committee 

planned, presented and/or supported in the last year:  

• Youth led service & Carnival in June 2015 was a great success as outreach to our 

community 

• Shared services with Fairview United in July and August as well as for the first time 

shared Ash Wednesday & Maundy Thursday Services with about 50 people attending 

each service.   

• Acknowledgement in Worship & the bulletins of significant events in the lives of our 

brothers & sisters of God.  
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• New Audio Visual Camera & Loft Computer with the funds generously provided by the 

RUC Men’s Group  

• Special services such as Remembrance Day, Black History Month speaker Natasha 

Prest, first African-Nova Scotian female fire fighter and Baden-Powell Scouting 

Sunday large attendance of Scouts & Guides.  

• New artificial flowers donated by the Senior Choir and new Youth Choir Gowns 

created by Kathy Stone’s mother Sheila MacNeil 

• Spooky Night at the Movies with Shawn Whynot with the proceeds going to the costs 

of the new youth choir gowns and organ fund.  

• A noticeable increase of youth participating in Youth led Worship services once a 

month created totally by the Youth & Sunday school groups with Katie Tanner 

assistance.  

• Advent & Christmas services including a Christmas Journey through Bethlehem with 

the Youth & Worship Committee led Lessons & Carols service. New Advent Wreath 

purchased.  

• Lent & Easter services including Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday at Fairview 

United, Easter Cantata with Kathy Stone & the Senior Choir on Good Friday and 

Sunrise & Communion Easter Sunday  

• Lisa Clarke, our AST student, was able to preach and receive feedback from the 

congregation.  

• Volunteers decorating of the church during Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter time  

• Sabbatical for Rev. Debbie Aitken mid-May until September with Rev. Diane Tingley 

as substitute minister in her absence.  

• Laity Service on May 29th Keeping Calm and Trusting in God 

Summary:  

          Throughout the past year we experienced excitement of baptisms & transfers and 

a great deal of grief with funerals of 21 long time congregational members. We lost 

mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters and friends. We lost voices of song, reason, laughter 

as well as their many other talents and contributions. But through it all we have learned 

that we are supported, loved, appreciated and honoured by our Christian brothers and 

sisters in the congregation. We have grown closer as we remember those we have lost 

and honour them by moving forward with plans of a refugee family to come, new roof to 

build, supporting the many children & youth in our worship and greeting newcomers who 

grace our doors.  

          We are blessed to have vocal talents and musicians within our congregation. The 

Senior Choir, Men’s Choir and growing Youth Choir continue to bless us with their musical 

gifts under the direction of our Music Director Kathy Stone.   

          The Worship committee is looking forward to the rest of the summer to come as 

well as the anticipation of new ideas and collaborations in the fall. We are always open to 
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new members who may be interested in joining in the exchange of ideas for Worship 

service. Thanks to all those who work behind the scenes to make this a wonderful place 

to celebrate God in our lives.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Dianna Prest, Chair  

14.   RUC CHOIRS 

Youth Choir  

Members:   Hannah Gorman, Andrew Hailstone, Beth Hailstone, Brynn Roddick, Cate 
Roddick, Jayce Rodgers, Daniel Sutherland, Maya Sutherland, Amber Thornton and 
Paige Thornton. 
          The Rockingham United Church Youth Choir enjoyed a successful season of joyful 
music. 
          The Youth offered anthems two Sundays per month, on average, beginning in 
September and wrapping up on Mother's Day.  Joining with the Senior and Men's Choir 
for the annual Carols by Candlelight concert, the Youth offered three selections as well 
as combining with the adult choirs for several other selections.  The Youth also joined 
with the Men's Choir several times throughout the year to offer Sunday anthems.  The 
confidence of the Youth members grew this year, highlighted by many solos and duets 
along the way.  Our season wrapped up in fine style with our traditional Mother's Day 
Medley which included excerpts from every anthem we shared during the year.  The 
greatest accomplishment for our Youth this year was the selection called “The Rain 
Forest Song,” during which the Youth maintained a short portion of four-part harmony.  
We celebrated with an outing of miniature golf.     
 
Appreciatively submitted,  
Kathy Stone, Director of Music 

 
Senior Choir  

Members:  Kathy Stone (Director), Cathy Gillis (President), Gerry Butler, Ann 
Collinson, Doreen Crick, Reg Crick, Myrna Davies, Sharon Ernst, Mary Lou Evans-
Isaacs, Mary Fife Jost, Stephen MacMurray, Brian Martin, Heather McLearn, 
Janet McMurtry, Karen Middleton, Joan Munro, Lynda Phelan, Carole Phillips, 
Joanna Rowe, Donna Schnare, Dale Ward, Beth Wilson, Gary Wilson 
 
Overview: The Rockingham United Church Senior Choir is currently a 22-member four-
part choir (SATB) directed by the church organist, Kathy Stone. The Senior Choir is a 
ministry of music that strives to enrich worship services with praise and song. The 
Senior Choir offers a wide variety of sacred music ranging from early Baroque to 
contemporary. The Senior Choir contributes each week from September to June to the 
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Sunday morning services. Typically, the choir sings an anthem and choral benediction. 
The choir is often invited to participate in special events at other churches and/or 
venues. 
 
          The Senior Choir practices on Thursday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. The choir 
also gathers on Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m. for a 30-minute rehearsal prior to the 
morning service. 
Review of Past Year: Choir practice began the first Thursday after Labour Day.   
          On Saturday October 24th, the choir held a workshop led by organist and music 
director Garth MacPhee. Several members from other church and city choirs joined us 
as we learned together an anthem entitled “Alleluia” by Randall Thompson. 
          Rockingham United’s annual “Carols by Candlelight Service” was held on December 
13th.  The Senior Choir was joined by the Youth Choir and Men’s Choir for this annual 
event.  
          A former longtime member of the choir, Jan Brown, passed away on January 20th 
2016 and at her memorial service on February 2, 2016, the choir and friends offered in 
song “Alleluia” by Randall Thompson. This piece was one of Jan’s favorites and we were 
honored to sing it for her and her family.  
          Easter came early this year. Along with our participation in all Easter worship, the 
choir offered a Tenebrae service entitled “We Remember Calvary” on Good Friday, 
March 25th.  A Tenebrae service is designed to recreate emotional and spiritual aspects 
of the Passion Story through music. 
          Sadly, we had to say good-bye to another choir member in April. Fran Paton, a long 
time choir member, passed away on April 9th and a celebration of her life was held on 
Saturday April 16th,2016. She was a dear friend to us all with her bright eyes and smile, 
and we all miss her terribly. 
          And we will be saying goodbye to another choir member very soon. Joanna Rowe, a 
member of the alto section and Rockingham’s flautist, has made a life decision and will be 
moving back to Ontario to be closer to family. We wish her well in her new journey and 
we hope that our paths will cross sooner rather than later.  
          The Senior Choir is always seeking new members. A percentage of our group reads 
musical notation but non-readers are always welcome.  Come and join us on a Thursday 
evening or contact Kathy Stone at 435-4812. 
 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Cathy Gillis 
 

Men’s Choir  

          Each Sunday at 8:45am from October until April, men of the congregation meet to 

sing and learn various gospel and other selections under the capable leadership of our 

director Joan Munro and accompanist Kathy Stone. Once again we were pleased to have 
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Peter Bowden join us for our evening or special concerts. Rodger Middleton continues to 

organize the printing of the concert bulletins and keeping the entire choir in the email 

loop. 

          The choir continues to offer music at least once a month during worship from 

October until the end of March. December saw us join with the Senior and Junior choirs 

for the annual Carol’s by Candlelight concert. We also participated in the Good Friday 

Service. Our season this year will end with a concert at William Black Memorial United 

Church in Glen Margaret in early June. 

          The choir lost two members and were honoured to sing at the memorial services. 

Bob Rose and Jim Taylor will be missed. 

          We always welcome any men of the congregation, who enjoy singing to join us. 

Please keep us in mind as we anticipate our first practice in October on the Sunday 

following Thanksgiving. 

Respectfully Submitted: Gary Wilson 
 

15. RUC MEN’S GROUP 

          The Men of RUC is an opportunity for all men of the congregation to gather, 

mostly in a social setting, and focuses on the spirit of friendship of men involved in our 

church.  

          Throughout the year we have planned activities. The following are the activities 

that occurred during the past year: 

October: RUC/BUC Golf Challenge: On October 1st, men from Bedford United Church 

and Rockingham United attended this outing at Lost Creek. A great day was had by all 

and the scores were secondary although Rockingham did walk away with the challenge 

trophy on this occasion.  A rematch is slated for 2016. 

Tour:  On Saturday, October 24th, we toured the New Main Library. Nine men attended 

a guided tour of this new facility. 

January: Ken McLeod organized a Mooseheads Hockey Game outing that was preceded 

by dinner at the Midtown. 

April: Doug Chaytor organized a tour of the Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 

21. The tour guide was George Zwaagstra, an enthusiastic Pier 21 Alumnus. The tour was 

attended by men of RUC and in some instances their wives came along.  

Outreach Projects: 

          Monthly Lunch Meetings:  Our monthly lunch meetings continued this year. We 

first started doing these in December of 2012. We have had as many as 20 guys turn 

out. The cost of admittance is new socks and/or underwear for The Men’s Turning Point 

Shelter. We also collected used clothing which was taken to the shelter or distributed 

through the ARK program. Len Sweett was very appreciative of these items.  
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          Brunswick Street Mission Breakfasts: In the fall of 2015 we were approached 

by Elna Siebring, Saturday and Holiday breakfast coordinator at the Brunswick Street 

Mission to consider taking responsibility for a couple of breakfasts. The men of RUC 

agreed and we did the breakfasts on November 11th and December 28th.  This turned out 

to be an enjoyable and warming event for all who took part. We are committed to doing 

two breakfasts this year with the possibility of a third being considered.  

Fund Raising Projects: 

          Candy Cane Carnival: We again had a Made by Men Table for the Candy Cane 

Carnival and we also provided men to police the parking lot. Proceeds from the Made by 

Men Table are included in the overall receipts the UCW gather from this event.  

          Memorial Christmas Tree: Charlie Murphy championed this event again this 

year. We had a tree donated by Harrington’s Tree lot at the bottom of Kearney Lake 

Road again. 

          Oscar: This new project for this year concluded with Oscar’s return in 

November. 80 Oscars had been out living in our church community. Upon his return and 

his contents counted $4,456.43 was received.   In January the men voted in favour of 

running this project again. We currently have 77 Oscars in the church community which 

will be return in the fall, during Stewardship time at Rockingham United.  

          Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper: On Tuesday, February 9, 2016 the annual 

Pancake Supper was held. This is a fun event to work at and a great meal is provided. 

Thank you to Champions, Ken McLeod and Claude Isaacs for their work on this event. 

          Mother’s Day Lobster Lunch: Last year our Mother’s Day Lobster Lunch was 

not quite as popular as previous years with only 60 sold. This year, due to a number of 

things, including better advertising in the congregation, over 100 lobsters were sold. 

Thank you to Alan Schnare for championing this event and for the fresh lobster pickup in 

Argyle.   

Projects around the Church:  

          John Turner Memorial Garden & Either Side of Sanctuary Entrance: We 

continue to do some maintenance of these areas at the front of our church 

          Provide support for Property & Maintenance Committee: The Property & 

Maintenance Committee had asked for some sort of association between their committee 

and the men of RUC. In August of 2015 after the windows had all been replaced on the 

lower level, painting sessions were held to prepare the newly installed windows. Thanks to 

those that came forth in the midst of summer to get this job done. 

          Replacement of Camera in Sanctuary: It was discovered in September that 

the camera in the sanctuary was not working and could not be fixed. After considerable 

research and discussion, the men agreed almost unanimously to replace the camera using 

men’s group funds. Once this was approved by the Church Council the work was 

completed to the expressed satisfaction of the Worship Committee and Rev Debbie.  
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          Upgrade of Computer in the Sanctuary: The sanctuary computer has been in 

place for about seven years and is running Microsoft Windows XP which is no longer 

supported. That coupled with some operating issues proved to suggest it was time to 

replace this computer. 18 votes were received from the men to pay for the replacement 

of this computer from men’s group funds. It was duly approved by Council and the 

computer has been paid for and is ready for installation.  

 

Finances: 

Financial Report May 1, 2015 – May 9, 2016 

Opening Balance May 1, 2015     $3,945.06 

Receipts: 

Oscar Proceeds 2015   $4,485.59 

Memorial Christmas Tree     1,090.00 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper        983.25 

Take Home Lobster Lunch 2016    1,172.15  $7,730.99 

Disbursements: 

Camera Replacement Sanctuary   $1,599.60 

Brunswick St. Breakfasts (2)                          297.82 

Memorial Tree lights            94.52 

Oscar cans             30.38 

Replacement of Computer in Loft        934.29 

Transfer to Church Operating Fund    6,000.00  $8,956.61 

 

Closing Balance May 9, 2016      $2,719.44 

 

The men have a mandate to keep $500.00 in their line item account at all times. We are 

currently committed to doing three breakfasts at Brunswick street Mission this 

fall/winter. With that in mind we will be looking to the men for support of turning over 

about $1,900.00 to the Operating Fund of Rockingham United Church. The men of RUC 

should be proud of the fact that their efforts will have contributed over $10,400.00 to 

operating and maintenance of their church in the past year.  
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          Join our Email List: Stay in tune with the happenings of this group, the Men of 

Rockingham United. Simply send an email to rmiddleton@eastlink.ca requesting your name 

to be added and we’ll keep you up to date on the group’s happenings. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: Rodger Middleton 

 

16.   RUC CO-OP PLAYGROUP 

          From September to May we continue to gather on Friday mornings from 10 to 12 
pm with caregivers, parents, grandparents and preschoolers for playtime and coffee and 
conversation for the adults. After a time of free play, we break for story time, singing, 
musical instruments and snack time. Usually, we end with games organized by the 
caregivers and a final few minutes with the toys. Come and join us in the Fall...it's a 
wonderful opportunity to make new friends both young and young at heart!  

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Karen Middleton, Coordinator 
 

17.   RUC WEBSITE 

Rockingham United has had a website for about 13 years. Work is constantly done on the 

site to make it as informative as possible to both members and adherents of our church 

as well as folks considering coming to our church. The website is located at 

www.rockinghamunited.org  

          Website Contents:  Along the left side of the landing page are a number of 

links to other pages on the site. The Announcements and Order of Service pages are 

updated each week by Friday with the bulletin for the coming Sunday. The rest of the 

buttons on the left provide all sorts of information about various groups in our church, a 

brief look at our church history, and a look at our physical property.  There is a Links 

Button that provides connection to the wider church community, including Halifax 

Presbytery, Maritime Conference and The United Church of Canada. In addition, links are 

there to Camp Kidston Memorial Camp, The Tatamagouche Training Centre, The Atlantic 

School of Theology and The Canadian and American Bible Societies. The last button is a 

link to The Upper Room on line Daily Devotional.  Just below the photo and to the right 

on the landing page is another group of buttons. There one can quickly get to our 

Reflections Newsletter, the Calendar of Events and links to The United Church of 

Canada’s webpage and The United Church You Tube site. Events that are brought to the 

attention of the Webmaster are highlighted here for easy quick reference.  The ‘Our 

Photo Gallery’ button on the left will take you to a page where there are a number of 

slideshows of photos outlining the life and work of our church. Added on the right side 

of the landing page this year is a button entitled ‘Audio Files’. Clicking on this link will 
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take you to a page where you can listen to The Carols by Candlelight Service from 

December 13, 2015. More audio files may be added in the future.  

          Data on Website Visits: We Use two methods to keep track of visits to the 

site. Stats Counter.com and Google Analytics is where we see the average visits to the 

website each week are around 170 with those numbers higher in the winter months than 

the summer and, certainly higher during Advent and Easter Week. That number also 

increases when the notice goes out that a new edition of Rockingham Reflections is on 

line. We note that there are more visitors Friday and Saturday then most other days of 

the week. Most of the visitors are from the Halifax – Dartmouth area but we do see 

visits from Florida which are likely snowbirds checking in and other parts of the country 

and from other countries around the world, on an occasion. 

          As Webmaster, it is my privilege to serve my church in this manner. 

 
Respectfully Submitted: Rodger Middleton  
     

18.   GENERAL STATISTICS 

Year Ending December 31, 2015 
                    
� Households under Pastoral Care - 328           
� Households Financially Supporting - 213                   
� Number of Baptisms - 5                                      
� Number of Funerals - 10                                         
� Number of Marriages - 3                                   
� Average weekly attendance - 143      
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY, nOVEMBER nOVEMBER nOVEMBER nOVEMBER 2015201520152015    

                          

                                    

CACACACANDY CANE CARNIVAL, NOVEMBER 2015NDY CANE CARNIVAL, NOVEMBER 2015NDY CANE CARNIVAL, NOVEMBER 2015NDY CANE CARNIVAL, NOVEMBER 2015    

                            

 

                      EXAM SNACKS FOR EXAM SNACKS FOR EXAM SNACKS FOR EXAM SNACKS FOR MOUNT ST. VMOUNT ST. VMOUNT ST. VMOUNT ST. VINCENT INCENT INCENT INCENT STUDENTS STUDENTS STUDENTS STUDENTS     

APRIL 2016APRIL 2016APRIL 2016APRIL 2016    
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RUC’S VERY OWN JOHN B. BANDRUC’S VERY OWN JOHN B. BANDRUC’S VERY OWN JOHN B. BANDRUC’S VERY OWN JOHN B. BAND    

    

                                                                                                                                    

    

MAY 2016 GIANT YARD SALE !!MAY 2016 GIANT YARD SALE !!MAY 2016 GIANT YARD SALE !!MAY 2016 GIANT YARD SALE !!    

    

                                                            

READY …….  STEADY ……. GO!!!!!READY …….  STEADY ……. GO!!!!!READY …….  STEADY ……. GO!!!!!READY …….  STEADY ……. GO!!!!!    

                                                

    

                                                                                                                                                                

    

GREATGREATGREATGREAT    

JOB JOB JOB JOB ☺☺☺☺    
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