
SHARING THE MESSAGE OF 

CHRISTMAS
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We all have our favourite Christmas stories…stories we tell over and over again…T’was

the night before Christmas... Charlies Brown Christmas…the Grinch that Stole Christmas… 

this past week, I heard a Metis elder talking on the radio about the indigenous tradition 

of telling a story over and over again between all generations…she said it is telling a story 

over and over again is like drawing a design over and over again on a piece of paper until  

the pen pushes through the paper leaving its mark on whatever lies beneath the paper… 

When we tell stories over and over again, we are making sure the story leaves its mark 

on everyone… 
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Tonight we tell one another a story we have all heard before…we tell this story to 

remember that God loves us all very much…we also tell the story to remember that we 

are all a part of God’s story of Love…Tonight you are invited to be a part of telling that 

story again…in your bulletin you have received a bookmark which is a symbol for 

someone who is part of this story…shepherds…angels…wise men…the donkey with Mary 

and Joseph…the birds of creation… some of you may have already coloured your 

bookmark.  
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As we tell the story together, I invite you to become one of those voices…if you have an 

angel bookmark, proclaim with the angels…if you are a shepherd, a wiseman or one of 

the other voices , I invite you to speak with them…
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Tonight’s story begins with a wise old owl  who had heard the story of how a child was 

born long ago in a simple stable as stars lit the sky outside and birds cooed and sang  in 

the rafters…with their voices, they sang a song of blessing and goodwill to all the world… 

The wise old owl was concerned that people had forgotten this story and the song and 

he asked his friends, the other birds,  how they could help people remember the story 

and sing the song once again… 
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…

BIRDS: “SING IT FOR THE CHILDREN…

SING IT TO EVERY CHILD” 

The birds cried: SING IT FOR THE CHILDREN…SING IT TO EVERY CHILD …
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With that, the birds flew off in every direction, and everywhere they went they told the 

story and sang their song of Peace…

7



They told the story…and they sang the song for the children.

The story they told was of a time when life got turned upside down for everyone…
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Ask the shepherds and they would say….
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SHEPHERDS:

• “WE DIDN’T 

EXPECT TO 

SEE ANGELS 

IN THE 

FIELDS THAT 

NIGHT!”
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Ask the birds and other animals and they would say:
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BIRDS: “WE DIDN’T EXPECT TO SHARE 

OUR SPACE WITH HUMANS, MUCH LESS 

A BABY!”

Birds: WE DIDN’T EXPECT TO SHARE OUR SPACE WITH HUMANS,  MUCH  LESS A BABY!
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And Mary and Joseph certainly weren’t expecting to have a baby out in the cold of a 

strange place, away from their family and friends…God surprised everyone on that first 

Christmas Eve …

In those days, a decree -a notice - went out from Emperor Augustus of Rome that 

everyone needed to be registered for a census and that meant everyone had to go to 

their family hometown to be registered for the census.

Joseph left his home in Nazareth in Galilee to go with Mary his wife to the city of David 

called Bethlehem, because Joseph was a descendant of King David. Mary was expecting a 

child and both Mary and Joseph had been visited by angels who told them they would be 

parents for a special child. 
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ANGEL:

“DO NOT BE 

AFRAID!

GOD IS WITH 

YOU!”
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When they arrived in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have her baby. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no room for them in the inn…

In that region, there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flocks 

by night.
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SHEPHERDS:

“ITS COLD 

AND DARK…

THE SHEEP 
KEEP 

WANDERING..

WE NEED TO 

PROTECT 

THEM FROM 

ROBBERS.”

Shepherds: IT’S COLD AND DARK, AND THE SHEEP KEEP WANDERING… WE NEED TO 

PROTECT THEM FROM ROBBERS ….

Then an angel of God stood before them! And the night sky glowed with the wonder of 

God! The shepherds were terrified:
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SHEPHERDS:

“WE’RE 

SCARED!

WHO ARE 

YOU?”
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ANGELS:

“Don’t be 

Afraid! We 

bring good 

News! A 

baby is born 

in Bethlehem 

who is God’s 

child!”
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ANGELS:

“You will find 

the baby 

wrapped in 

swaddling 

clothes and 

lying in a 

manger!”
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The next thing the shepherds knew the night sky was filled with angels singing:

When the angels had gone, the shepherds said to one another,
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SHEPHERDS:

“Let us go to 

Bethlehem 

and see what 

is happening 

…let us see 

what God is 

telling us!”

Shepherds: Let us go to Behtlehem and see what is happening…let us see what God is 

telling us!”
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The shepherds went to Bethlehem and there they found Mary and Joseph and the baby 

lying in the manger. The stable was filled with animals…with cattle and donkeys and 

sheep…and birds singing in the rafters…
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At the same time, from the east came Magi, wise men who studied the stars, and when 

they saw a new bright star shining in the night sky, they decided to follow it for they 

believed the Star was a sign of a new King born in the land of Judea…When they came to 

Jerusalem, they asked:
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WISE MEN:

“Where is 

this new king 

to be found? 

We have 

brought gifts 

to honor 

him.”
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King Herod was frightened to think a new king might be coming who would take his 

throne away. His scribes and priests told him that the stories of old promised a new king 

who would lead the people like a wise shepherd… this king would be born in Bethlehem 

according to the stories…

King Herod met with the wise men and asked them to come back and tell him where 

they had found this new leader…

The wise men continued on their way following the star until it stopped over Bethlehem 

where the child was. When they saw the star had stopped, they were filled with Joy. 

They entered the house where the baby was with his mother and there they opened 

their reassure chests and offered their gifts..
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WISE MEN:

“We Bring 

Gifts of Gold, 

Frankincense 

and Myrrh for 

the baby 

King!” 
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And because they did not trust Herod, they decided to go home by another way.
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Down through the years, story-tellers have told of how shepherds and wise men, 

birds and animals, angels and human gathered under a bright and beautiful star to 

celebrate God’s gift of Peace for the world. 
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The birds tell of how children hearing the story, looked to the sky to see the bright 

beautiful star. And how each child carrying the gift of God’s light and love, reaches out to 

hold the hand of a friend. Linking their hands together, children who had heard the 

message of the birds lift their voices in a song that echoes all over the world...
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It is a song and a story of peace on Earth…It is a story we must not forget for it is the 

story of God’s Love and Light shining in the world and the message it brings that God 

loves each and all of us…and that we all have a part to sing in the song of Peace on 

Earth” for all!
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